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A SEQUENCE OF MUSIC FOR 
PASSIONTIDE AND HOLY WEEK 
 
Chorale Prelude on “Herzlich thut mich verlangen”  J.S. Bach 
 
An improvisation on Passiontide Hymns 
    
Excerpts from “The Crucifixion”     John Stainer 
 And as Moses lifted up the Serpent 
 God so loved the world 
 Hymn: All for Jesus 
 
Jesu, joy of man’s desiring (Cantata 147)    J.S. Bach 
 
O vos Omnes        Victoria 
 
Prelude Funebre       Guy Ropzartz 
 
Vexilla Regis prodeunt      Sidney Campbell 
 
 
Notes on the music: 
 
J.S. Bach’s Chorale Prelude and a short improvisation played in Emmanuel in these recent 
days. The Choral Prelude is on the tune we associate with O Sacred Head sore wounded.  
 
The improvisation visits the tunes we associate with: There is a Green hill, When I survey, 
My song is love unknown and We sing the praise of Him who died. While most of it was 
reflective I think I had in mind the Triumph of the Cross and the ultimate triumph when this 
current world crisis is brought under control.  
 
I have looked through various recordings of our Choir and have selected from those which 
can currently be reproduced digitally. In my long association with Emmanuel, now over 50 
years, I recall that a performance of Stainer’s The Crucifixion was generally undertaken 
during Holy Week. Here is an excerpt from a recording we made some years ago when choirs 
from around Sutton Coldfield joined us to sing the hymns. The Organist was Leslie Pinfield.  
 
Bach’s Jesu, joy is most well known both for its choral melody and, perhaps even more so, 
for the accompanying ritornello theme made popular in so many arrangements. Anthony 
Pinel accompanies the Choir here. 



Victoria’s sombre setting is of the text O my people, behold and see if there be any sorrow 
like unto my sorrow. I has been sung at the Good Friday liturgy each year for the last 20. 
 
Then we are in Gloucester Cathedral where, in 1998, the Men of Emmanuel Choir sang the 
plainsong themes upon which various pieces of organ music are composed. The two added 
here are fitting for this season and are played by John Pryer (with Toby Barnard 
accompanying on a Chamber Organ). I am grateful to John for sending us a programme note 
for these pieces: 
 
Guy ROPARTZ  (1864 - 1955) 
 
Guy ROPARTZ was born in Guingamp (Bretagne),  and was a pupil of MASSANET 
at the Paris Conservatoire,   and also of César FRANCK.  He became Director of the 
Conservatoire at Nancy  (Meurthe et Moselle),  and later of Strasbourg (Bas-Rhin). 
The Prelude Funebre can only be described as a serene piece that happens to 
incorporate the melody of the first strophe of the Dies Irae,  but nothing in the 
work imparts any suggestion of death portrayed in that wonderful poem.  The 
theme appears periodically in the pedal part,  and will be emphasised by the 
addition of a soft 16' reed stop. 
 
 
Sidney CAMPBELL  (1909 - 1974) 
 
Sidney CAMPBELL was a pupil of Sir Ernest BULLOCK and Dr. Harold DARKE. 
For twenty years he held church appointments,  the most important being 
St. Peter's Collegiate Church, Wolverhampton. After a brief spell at the College 
of St. Nicholas, Canterbury (later the RSCM) he became organist of Ely Cathedral, 
and thereafter,  in fairly rapid succession, Southwark, and Canterbury Cathedrals, 
and the The Queen's Free Chapel of St. George,  Windsor Castle. 
The Vexilla Regis is the Office Hymn for Passion Sunday,  and sets the words 
of the great latin poem by Venantius Fortunatus,  celebrating the mystery of 
Christ triumphant upon the tree of the Cross. 
The Variations open with a bold statement of the theme, forte, which soon 
quitens to a more reflective movement with the melody in the tenor. This is 
followed by a  largo movement,  with each phrase played on a quiet 4' pedal 
reed.  Animato and pomposo follow,  and the work ends with an ostinato bass 
above which the theme is declaimed in start bare-fifth chords.  This piece was 
published in 1962. 
 
Though we cannot share live music with you this year I hope that this sequence is helpful at 
this time. There will be more added for Easter Day. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Richard Mason 
Director of Music at Emmanuel, Wylde Green  


